niews Release 


: cm : 


The Cleveland Museum of Art 


For Immediate Release Contact: Stacie Leatherman, (216) 421-7340, ext. 265 

Dec. 20, 2000 


NEW EXHIBITION OF LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHS AT CMA 
CLEVELAND — Landscape photographs from the Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) 
permanent collection will be featured in a new exhibition, American Space: Landscape 
Photography, 1900-1950, on view Jan. 3-May 23, 2001. Seventeen prints will be displayed 
in the show, including images by Alfred Stieglitz, Brett Weston, Ansel Adams, and Edward 
S. Curtis. This is the second rotation of photographs from the museum’s permanent collection 
to be shown in galleries 103 and 104. Admission is free. 

“This exhibition allows one to look at the American landscape with new eyes, and 
also, to look through the eyes of the photographer,” explains Tom Hinson, CMA’s curator of 
photography. “These photographers transformed already stunning views into wonderful 
formal and visual compositions.” 

During the first half of the 20th century, two styles of photography — pictorial and 
“straight photography” — influenced American photographers of landscape. The pictorialist 
movement, which sought to elevate photography to the status of an independent art form, 
flourished internationally from 1890 to the onset of World War I in 1914. It is characterized 
by similarities to academic painting, and includes picturesque subject matter, soft focus, and 
subdued light, evoking a poetic and expressive atmosphere. 

As photography became accepted as an independent art form, some photographers 
rejected pictorialism and embraced “straight photography.” Clarity of detail, accurate 
documentation of reality, and an interest in abstract patterns and geometric form were 
primary objectives, resulting in bold compositions that range from small areas of landscape to 
dizzying panoramic views. Alfred Stieglitz’s Lake George (1934) explores abstract patterns 
and forms, such as the dark, angular shadow encroaching upon a sun-drenched fruit tree. 
CMA’s first staff photographer, Edd A. Ruggles, took Yellowstone Canyon about 1932. The 
image shows a steep canyon split by rushing water, while the striking, abstract rock 
formations become sculptural through strong contrasts of light and shade. 

For more information about the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.org . 
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